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MZXIXtC| & | Letter from the Editor
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Hsl= A1} Helx] gi= A

What changes and what doesn’t

YA L 20208 AFS S A|2FO 2 45 71A] o Seowon Sanchaek published its first volume in 2020, and 2 AY9 ¥4 A=ES o5t AAE Hd 1S ALS] National University starts off a series of articles that will
H 2 Ao walsfgdc) 558 Zu|shy oAl have been meeting its readers with an upgraded layout in the AL 23} oI BEgo 9] yoFe 2 7|ea}A introduce diverse aspects of private educational institutions
NS o] FAS Wolzhy okoz odl 7|7k 449 7 four volumes out so far. For our fifth volume, we reviewed o Feg AP AL A7) A B oJgh A b in other countries, also inscribed as World Heritage. In
B 240 Fi g we 2o Soith 1 A7} Eolr], eatlier issues and decided on a basic layout with five Y7be] BETE|o Bhe 1w elS Agch Tat gl A this volume, the first article of the seties talks about the

Jelxter 1] BE.2as] 44 5 oAl segments to be used in our upcoming volumes; 1. Searching o) o o] 2 § Aj21] o] <] = g pavilion architecture of seowon. Kim, Jin-Hyeong, head of
HAAEE, B8], HE 8457, = d'2olF= I ALY ou] Y= EE=
nE ’ =© e a High and Low, 2. Seowon People, 3. Looking Around, 4. = ol =9 Mmoo A Seedcoop, a social coop on youth education, introduces the

Hog 7k SkAut =x2}=90] © o] &S ) o z H7F o o] E H|SE5 A A= 72 = T )

=08 AR M SRS e Sl wet o] E3 Conservation and Utllization, 5. News. But of course, they ' 2682t 9215 WIS A Al AeU9s wd development process of educational contents on segwon.
5 kel 5 o (@) . 3 SR 3l KX . . . .
P71 = & Aol o A2 HsHA| s Aol 29 are always open to change, following our readers’ feedback, o AJES HjoF it I = A 5009 s HEZ The Seowon Foundation secretariat explains the conservation
Aol 1e5i%ol. while some elements will never change, just like our seawon. AEAE 2 B 219 o] olg& & HEHWIE and utilization efforts in the past six months, preparing for

Oo|H T EolH7|= A9 A V)5olR} Y 71K This volume’s ‘In-Depth Analysis’ segment covers the 7145t} (A QAEY5 T of st =2} of TR o] Alu} the regular inspections. We also deliver news on meaningful
ol A|gko|r}. o]uf& ()32 A Y EstH et} o] story of veneration. Lee, Bae-Yong (Chairperson, Seowon oA o] o]&l v 7|3}, activities at the nine components of the ‘Seowon, Korean
AT} A AAL SR o] ol Bl A o)A 3] o Foundation) and Lim, Kyoung-Hee (National Palace Neo-Confucian Academies’.

SATLpko] T A9 A A1H2 HmWala A< Museum of Korea, Senior Researcher), who participated The past two years have been challenging for all of us,
_ _ in the World Heritage inscription, write about the values of due to COVID-19. But just as the seomwon that has survived
A& Sl ool BaghA Adstar giet. o]fof vhd
veneration and discuss what we can do to keep the practice for over 500 years, we, too, shall overcome all obstacles. In
AAGE & SA At BAAL) AL olTole | , , | | o C
alive. In the 'Seowon People' segment, we meet with people the meantime, we hope you will enjoy the articles in this
2= LA AL S} © BHALA] Q] 23510 ) )
Al SAAE ol AR R BN FES who lead the practice of veneration at Oksan-seowon and Seowon Sanchaek Vol. 5. We also look forward to all your
Ak Al oAt 2 o] Aol tiet TN 4l Byeongsan-seowon. Lee, Ji-Han yusa from Oksan-seowon and constructive comments and feedback for the issue.
AAS EYET. &5, AR S dAE W Rhew, Han-Wook yusa from Byeongsan-seowon share their
BENoNA YL delu A S5t AAYSTH o|ofr]oF 7S experiences and thoughts on how veneration can continue
)z 7 Qth, EYE s ZAR ARG 77t o with our future generations. Heritage Commentator Sohn, 20224 79 July 2022
= = -N d . Bu-Ik talk about how their interacti
o ARAR AT IRAME SAE G el AR | o0 ane s Butk e sbout fow ek inencton AL 55 Seowon Sanchack Volume 5
. _ - . - with the visitors have been at the seomon. In the ‘Looking
A et BRS B Ao 2A sk, A A (A=re] A RS A= 83 | Park, Seong-Jin, Secretary General, Seowon Foundation
Around’ segment, Professor Cho, Jac-Mo from Kyungpook ’ ’ ’
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Every year, flowers of the Crepe-
myrtle trees blossom all around

As always, It did not disappoint.

Bloom and fade, bloom and fade again; repeated
for over many centuries.

The Seonbi who used to enjoy the pink flowers has
long gone, yet his unwaivering spirits remain!
Unashamed to step down from his post,

unafraid of giving up his life.

Has his spirits reincarnated in the pink flowers?
Looking up to the heavens, bending over the others,
Either ways, he is not ashamed of anything.

And we see his spirits blossom into the beautiful
flowers.

Though on a hot summers day, my heart shivers.

4 'j-* =)
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World Heritage ‘Seowon, Korean Neo-Confucian Academies’,

handing down the spiritual culture of the great scholars of the past and
contributing to the regional dissemination of Neo-Confucian teachings

R

23 (BHETY)

Choi, Eung-Chon (the Administrator of the Cultural Heritage Administration)

ohd AU 120 B3R A 222 QU T}, I am Choi, Eung-Chon, the 12th Administrator of the
|23 AASAL o] 4ee Aelst ol o

gl ZAAY T84T A9 91| QdLgate

1A} e s (ADERe] A BER

e ST AR %ﬂﬂ$%ﬁgﬂa%

Cultural Heritage Administration.

=
- UNESCO World Heritage “Seomwon, Korean Neo-Confucian
H=

Jo
_*t

Academies’ is a serial nomination, comptising nine educational

rie
of
off
f

institutions founded during the Joseon Dynasty on the

teachings of Neo-Confucianism, and has significant value as

o our cultural heritage. I am delighted to have this opportunity to
4t greet you through the 5" volume of Seowon Sanchack, published
G-2|7F &5] Woh= AlARAre = AlA B AR FA by the Seowon Foundation to promote such values.

B3 doFof uegt S5t U= AAA AARS: dA= Wortld Heritage, as we know it, refers to the heritage assets,

S inscribed under the ‘Convention Concerning the Protection of

TAUh o] A AdE2] FA 73k A
Aejske] x| & Hulof o|u}A|gt Ao EFYSE HH the World Cultural and Natural Heritage’. “Seowon, Korean Neo-

[¢]

i

A 71K (OUV)E olA Bk} 20199 of] A|A- A ol SAl 5l Confucian Academies’ is a proud cultural heritage. inscribed as
World Heritage in 2019, with its Outstanding Universal Value

Aeprele BoRA U
ESAGNAE AASAL] OUVE LA T2
o Asheh ek A ok AIA A HER B
Sfat 57 AT AWek gy

ch. o] A|
S |55 B2 7|o] AAARe] RET =119 Heritage preservation/management and utilization, with the
2413 4
Al
m§

(OUV) of preserving the spiritual culture of the great scholars
of the past, while contributing to the prevalence of Neo-
Confucianism in the local communities.

=2 CHA is implementing a 5-year master plan for the World

5t Q) vision of ‘delivering the OUV of the World Heritage to our

J—q_ X]_:(:)L Al future generation’. CHA and other relevant institutions are all

eolx] 71 9T, doing their part to provide more opportunities for the public
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to enjoy the World Heritage, while conserving the properties.
As a result, overall public interest and pride regarding World
Heritage continues to grow.

Cultural heritage belongs to the people. To bring joy to the
people through cultural heritage, we must achieve a paradigm
shift to expand our scope of integrated management and
interaction. At CHA, it is our mandate to listen to the people,
to conserve our cultural heritage with integrity and to pass
them over to our posterity.

The integrated management of the serial nomination
‘Seowon, Korean Neo-Confucian Academies’ is particularly
challenging since its components are geographically spread out.
Nonetheless, the Seowon Foundation and CHA will continue to
cooperate to keep the proud tradition of the “Seowon, Korean
Neo-Confucian Academies’ alive.

1 sincerely hope that Seowon Sanchack will be the messenger
of all the exciting news and updates from World Heritage
‘Seowon, Korean Neo-Confucian Academies’. I would like to
end by once again sending my warm wishes to the continued

success of the Seowon Foundation.



-~

s
EO0tHT| / M MBS
In-Depth Analygis /
Seowon People,

ME i S 0|01l
| 0[0F7|E Sall ME Mt

o

42 Slaf 10| TRBHX

People, we look into the w
3 seowon, and discuss what we ca

alive.




£0t=27| | In-Depth Analysis

MIAIR-4F SH2o] Mol AIgFela|

Veneration at the World Heritage
‘Seowon, Korean Neo-Confucian Academies’

O[HiE (Bt=2] M STEZE/2IT 0[AFY)

Lee, Bae-Yong (Chairperson, Seowon Foundation)

2| Dosan-seowon Choheongwan

Mtz | £0HE7| In-Depth Analysis

MelollA| Mgt oja]

The significance of veneration at seowon

AL ‘Seowon, Korean Neo-Confucian Academies’, listed as
ZAA 164]7] Z2EEE 174]7] 299 Aesh 72 World Heritage in July 2019, is a serial nomination of nine
= & 0} components representing the Neo-Confucianism education
1 e | L
institution of the Joseon Dynasty from mid-16" to mid-
17" century, and is an outstanding testimony to the cultural
traditions associated with Neo-Confucianism.

Seowon originated from China. Zhu Xi (1130~1200), who

synthesized Neo-Confucianism, first established shuyuan in

China as a private institution providing higher-education for

Z2A9] G2 AARIES AFAT Q1] 23} 4% academic learning and moral discipline.
S st v o] AT sS4 oAk AdsH ] Intellectuals residing in different parts of Joseon upheld

slo] Aol A YUTS 225l A A the traditions and philosophy of Zhu Xi’s shuyuan, in order

<
e
=
N
N
e
]
ot
1>

g Mo fo

7¥20] AAA 7)1} 7oA 7152 st 11 to realize educational ideals, spiritual harmony between
ole 15t Hz0] A2lo] o3 Az 2lo] lrh nature and man, communication and unity, sharing and
B ~ _ consideration for each other. With veneration and learnin
F7) 2o AR 15000 T 2 geeke A | N o
15 ot _— o ] as its base, seowon performed spiritual and educational
0 7 T ol5} ofgfo| £kl o]3to] Al Al o= ) ) )
= gol sotard ofell ArdE A, ©l5 functions. The very first Korean seowon is the Sosu-seowon in
ol Aotd= ™t WA He st ¢4 Yeongju.
< 58] FaTh SAIE T Aok JUAAL AR Yeongju is where An Hyang, who introduced Neo-
= A ERIE AY FA19] RS Al BAl= Confucianism at the end of Goryeo, studied. In 1542, the
O] o] QRIS E=AFA 0 2 HEAA|7] Ao Z XA local magistrate Ju Se-bung built a shrine, followed by a
AEALS 028 2= 9Ilt}, o] oAl Ao-9) 7+ lecture hall the next year and founded the Baekundong-seowon.
o] A} o10] AHLS AgFsH= 7ol ohija} 1 edo] The emphasis of learning at the seowon was on building
- _ character and not on succeeding or making a name for
ZA3E HdS WA 4507 UFe] Ay o= . 8 8
= N oneself in the world. An Hyang was a local scholar who
AeEA L I 2 A EH A 22 A4 2} o : ,
epitomized such learning goals and thus was enshrined
LA ALEHo| 7|31 7oA ol AHES. Aol Al Le] o o . .
o it A=io] A71al stel A S A A E= as a role model. This is a prime example of adopting a
ge Tejstt

foreign culture and uniquely turning it into one’s own, thus
keeping the local tradition alive. It did not just bring in the
Chinese scholars such as Confucius or other scholars of

Confucianism to be venerated in the shrines but created a

Veneration at the World Heritage ‘Seowon, Korean Neo-Confucian Academies’ | 11
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Z A0l AeerEL Aol Aok od S &) Ado new tradition of honoring the great scholars of the past The solemn rules that are followed and profound

ot 228 Falela ALslHA AAR ShHS Hes) with local connections. This practice was carried on to dedication that goes into the preparation and performance
213 L= = = = 7= other seowon that were founded in later years, creating a ] ion fi ince i

3, 32 AFSE wSHAA Qs o)A AFSlE Lds) y ) g of the seowon’s veneration rites have not changed since its

strong sense of pride and unity, This sense of pride was inception. The rites held at the seowor is considered a good,

A} Shdrt. E 58] Antet S5 o) A9l B

particularly strong in a seomwon recognized by the state, with festive event, as it pays homage to the venerated scholat,

the king bestowing its nameplaque. the spiritual legacy and scholastic achievements. These

=
7H} 12 HEoju ol ) ) )
4 2715 2ol i Through seowon’s veneration function, the Neo-Confucian
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intangible traits and values as a traditional heritage serve as

° 5 e me 5 . = e < =
Ao Al ofdl= A9 wiiE A= Adew A scholars of the Josecon Dynasty handed down the tradition - R %M’J % & evidence to the OUV of the Wortld Heritage.
A AAE AH Yok Aol oAy Aoy thEol of expressing their respect for the great scholars of the past, = ' The World Heritage inscription of the “Seanon, Korean
itk AL AA= Ak olE9] AT} SHEo] =2 & while establishing an academic lineage among themselves of = Neo-Confucian Academies’ demonstrates that the world
_ N _ _ 24 M A XS | Reenactment of Hyangsa at Sosu-seowon
stEo] 72|l Asok= dEo] AAKE D) et to enlighten the rural communities and ultimately build has acknowledged the understanding and interest towards
o5t HEOALO 2] BE A EAT} 7px| A|ASAL an idealistic society based on Neo-Confucianism. The graro] Aelo] AASALS 2 SxE Ao olgo] % traditional education, which emphasizes character, respect
unique rite performed at different seowon strengthened for the great scholars of the past, outstanding architectural

Al Adof gt 25, 18] 1 gYs Bx A%

o beauty of the wooden buildings, harmony between nature
St AT} o17ke] 23} AMS 7Ho] A% 7|22 g
A

solidarity among the participants, instilling a strong sense of

responsibility and vitality towards their academic and social © and man and mutual communication that are epitomized
endeavors. Lol thet ofsfiel Thilo] AlAIA o & Qe Zow through the seonon.

7L o7} ATl s More people nowadays are turning to Confucianism,

ulgfo] AAIA Y=dle 2o Lot A eS = which emphasizes the order of nature and building of

QARE ftofl Al 2RO d= ARl &1L S+ [xe character, in search of spiritual source for our future. This

has led to renewed interest in the values of seowon. At a
time when people ate easily attracted to materialistic gains,
seowon guards the spirits and values that might otherwise
be neglected, and presents harmony between man and
nature. This value of seowon will serve as a powerful force
that pushes us not to the past, but towards the future. With
this force, the seowon will become so much more than just a
cultural heritage of Korea, but reinvent itself to inspire the

wotld and our future generations.

2MME HEF | Veneration rite at Oksan-seowon

12 | MIAIRA St=el M Higkel| Veneration at the World Heritage ‘Seowon, Korean Neo-Confucian Academies’ | 13
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Veneration at the seowon, a living tradition
of honoring the great scholars of the past

AZE| (FYDZUS SAo|ATE)

Lim, Kyoung-Hee (National Palace Museum of Korea, Senior Researcher)

A= MY HSF | Veneration rite at Sosu-seowon
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What touches our hearts when we visit old heritage places?
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Whenever I visit a heritage place, I become curious as to
what happened here and for what purpose the space was
used. Others, I am sure, will be curious about different things
and have different feelings. No matter what one’s question s,
when it is answered, that space gains a special place in their
hearts.

When I visited the Notre Dame de Paris for the first time, I
caught a glimpse of the cathedral choir in practice among the
packed tourists. I forgot whether they were actually good or
not. But I do remember how beautiful they sounded in that
cathedral that day. Every note was sung with all their hearts as
the music filled the cathedral, whose essential function was to
provide the space for mass. I could instantly understand why a
cathedral had such a high ceiling and an overall structure that
resonated the sound so beautifully. Regardless of my religious
belief, the place immediately became a sacred space, so much
more than just another heritage place.

I have visited the Jongzzyo Shrine in Seoul countless times.
It is a place with stunning roof lines and structured building
layout, situated in a lush forest that is hard to believe to be at
the heart of the city. Here, historical values and natural beauty
sit quietly hand in hand. However, it was only after I witnessed
the Jongmyo Shrine rites being performed that I came to fully
appreciate the true value of the place, being where the most
sacred state tite of the Joseon Dynasty is held.

The choir practice at Notre Dame and the rites at the
Jongmyo Shrine both presented me with magical moments that
are directly related to the very reason why the two buildings
were built in the first place. The Notre Dame and the Jongnzyo
Shrine, along with the Seowon, Korean Neo-Confucian
Academies, are all UNESCO World Heritage places, where
its architecture bears a long history. What can enchant those
who come to visit the seowon now and in the future? What
will touch their hearts? Well, the veneration rites at the seowon

could be the answer.

Veneration at the seowon, a living tradition of honoring the great scholars of the past | 15
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Seowon, Korean Neo-Confucian Academies is a serial
nomination with nine components. In their times, the
seowon was an educational institute, where the highest level
of intellects convened for intellectual and social exchanges.
Students gathered at the seomwon to study; local intellects
enjoyed academic and social interchanges and participated
in the veneration rite for the great scholars at the seowon.
The buildings and documents that remain to this day, along
with the surrounding scenery, serve as historical testimonies
to what its original functions were. These values have been
recognized in 2019 through the World Heritage inscription.

The exterior of the seowon has not changed much over
the centuries. But its educational and social roles have
definitely been altered or even disappeared. The seowon can
no longer be referred to as a local educational institution.
Social exchanges and interactions, once considered one of
the important raison-d’etre of seowon, are also very limited as
only a select few participates in the events. The only activity
that maintains its value and function is the veneration,
which gives seowon its unique value of connecting the past

and present.

A910] 9|t Afeio Ot Eo| BMX| QlJtoj mat HRE|QiCt

The status of a seowon is determined by who it venerates

Among educational institutions that are based on
Confucianism or Neo-Confucianism, Seowon, Korean Neo-
Confucian Academies stands out in that it venerates great
scholars with local affiliations. The venerated figure serves as

the very reason for the seowon’s foundation, representing its
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spiritual roots, serving as a guiding light for the students who
come to the seomon to learn and a magnet that draws together
local scholars. The venerated figure symbolizes the seowon
itself and the veneration rite is the act of showing respect and
reverence to the venerated figure.

Seowon regulatly performs offerings of incense at every first
and fifteenth day of the lunar month and veneration rites in
the spring and autumn. Other than these regular events, the
seowon would also host Gayonje rites whenever there was an
important or urgent, good or bad matter that needed to be
addressed. Veneration is an act of communication between
the students, the local community and the venerated figure.

Because veneration carried such significance, its rules were
meticulously laid out and solemnly followed. The shrine,
where the ancestral tablets of the venerated figure was kept
and veneration performed, was built at the highest location
within the seowon grounds. If the seowon was located on flat
lands, the shrine was built in the cardinal point considered to
be higher than the rest of the place. Most seomon were built
on slopes; the shrine was placed on higher grounds, while the
learning areas were placed in lower grounds.

The process of veneration rites differs slightly by each
seowon, but fundamentally follows a common order. The first
step is to elect or nominate an officiant, in charge of preparing
the food, drink, and other necessities for the observation of
the rite. They also prepare the ceremonial scripts with the
utmost sincere minds and attitudes, and dressed themselves in
full ceremonial attire and other accouterments. The offerings
used for the veneration are rice wine and incense, grain and
animal sacrifice (mostly swine) and paebaek, which is enough
clothing fabric to make one set of attire and some paper.

The main ceremony of veneration starts with offerings
of incense by lighting of the incense to summon the spitits
of the venerated figure. Next, pacback is offered. Offering
of the rice wine in three rounds is referred to as the rite of
Sambeollrye, including the Chobeon, Abeon and Jongheon. The
person in charge of offering the Chobeon is the de facto person
in charge of the entire veneration rite. After the Chobeon, a
ceremonial script, offered to the venerated figure, is read out

loud. When the Sambeollrye is complete, the officiant in charge

Veneration at the seowon, a living tradition of honoring the great scholars of the past | 17
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of the Choheon will taste the rice wine and meat that had been
offered as sacrifice, as a symbolic gesture indicating that he
is blessed through the act of sharing the food and drinks
that the venerated figure also enjoyed. When all this is done,
the offerings are taken down from the ceremonial table, the
ceremonial script is burnt to ashes or buried in the ground
and the official process ends. When the entire veneration is
completed, the food and drinks that have been prepared are
shared among all those who attended the rite, as a token of

sharing the blessings.
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Though the basic procedures of veneration in all seowon are the same,
each seowon has its unique features.
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Each seowon enjoyed unique features in the veneration
process and measures. At Sosu-seowon, the officiant sings a
song titled ‘Dodong Song’” whenever he offers a glass of rice
wine to its venerated figure An Hyang; the song is about
how he introduced and dissipated Neo-confucianism to
Joeson. Apart from the state ancestral rites at the Jongmyo
Shrine and Munmyo, the veneration rites at Sosu-seowon is the
only occasion where a song accompanies the rite. While
most seowon use uncooked grains for its offerings, Namgye-
seowon offers cooked grains of rice and millet. Before the
veneration that takes place a while after midnight, Oksan-
seowon serves thin rice gruel for the officiants so they don’t
become too hungry staying up late into the night. This also
prevents them from having bad breath caused by an empty
stomach since they ate required to maintain the highest level
of cleanness for the veneration. The rice used at Dosan-
seowon 1s washed nine times in total, following strict orders.
At Piram-seowon, the officiants gather the day before the
veneration and spend the day reciting their favorite verses.

On the day of veneration, each write up and recite a poem
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of their own. At Dodong-seowon, the officiant only uses the
east gate. Even though the shrine area has three access
points at the east, center and west, the west gate doesn’t even
have stairs. Here, we can see that the veneration rite even
dictates the spatial structure of the building. At Byeongsan-
seowon, its cetemonial script is buried with a pig’s ear wrapped
in it, after the veneration is finished. At Museong-seowon, red
clay is scattered along the path where offerings pass by to
dispel evil spirits. The cart that carries the offerings and
vessels used for the rite goes right through the lecture hall
passing the shrine’s inner-gates. At Donam-seowon, they use a
special inkstone bestowed upon them by King Gojong to
grind the ink stick and use the ink to write down the name
of the officiant, as well as place the jade lamp from King
Gojong on the rite table.

Seowon, Korean Neo-Confucian Academies is a serial
nomination with nine components. The seowon venerates
different figures, following a common procedure, but with
distinctive elements that differ by each seowon. This is why, to
tully understand Seowon, Korean Neo-Confucian Academies,
one must study all nine of them, listed as World Heritage

under one title, and why there needs to be an integrated

management of the nine seowon.

FMHMY HE 28| Carrying items used for veneration rite at Museong-seowon
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FAY oA AAE AU A=H Alghato] 2ok A Nothing beats seeing the actual event on-site. However,
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k|$.._| X‘“cg = 7§|-_-I-o|-_Tl_ k||7||?_|°||7'|| ?:.*%’5125 LI TISH 0-|[E _l|-_§=I|O| EI-Q-C’EI'” J T3 AAS Bt Agko] w7} H#] o= H o] o] the veneration rite is by natute a sacred act, in which only
What can we do to continue veneration at the seowon A AL A4 AR 71812 vldsia, Agke] g | A select few even within the existing seowor community
and share its values with the global community? T} O} 2r}eS O SIS A Algro] Hol g | can participate. Butwe can still be creative and find ways
B to allow more people to experience veneration, without
oA & o= A shz Ak Wolth o/ A #4de | o
interrupting its solemn nature. One such way could be to
2| & Holx o) T A& 37 2FASF HFH S o . . .
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A= ¢ o e = = . . L “FHEE 93l o} F, o}5-S 93t Bl o] tH of the nine seowon, we can definitely find new and fun ways.
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249 7FA1E B Urb] fof ARkl 2452 I o o ) Like I always say, when it comes to the serial nomination
) ) _ B of veneration is essential in preserving the values of Seonon,
Aol o] & Jofl Al F-sAe] Lt Afgite] D g ) ) . of the nine components in Seowon, Korean Neo-Confusian
Korean Neo-Confucian Academies as a World Heritage,
5 HAA] S]] o] wo AJAFEL 2t HAA S ) ) Academies it i for ni d nine f !
Fot. A e o] B AR S . Bt and to achieve this goal, we must expand and rejuvenate cademies itis one for ne and aine for one
R=ts3 = 35 S kel 9] . .
& Aq sl Al A AR 4 ales A the seowon community. In this regard, Byeongsan-seowon can be
AL, o] & flal A AI7HA] AR, SHYES oS a good example. Byeongsan-seowon invites local high school
Fo 71 AY FEAZEE AAARA AF A}t students to participate in the veneration. They even changed
vk 2] 31 Agke] AAIZIA T vi 7l Qi SAka) the hours of the veneration rite so that students could
718 7h7to] 9l ulE) Altho] Rl Agke] 2|4 of join. The students are gaining hands-on experience as they
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from the seowon community, and the spitit it embodies. This
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participation of future generation, closest to the heritage,
will lead to not only the continuation of veneration but the
conservation and transfer of seowon’s values. We must also
make sure we are not leaving out people, who are willing to
partake in the process, due to gender or where the person
originally came from.

We must also work on promoting veneration, which
embodies the core values of seowon. What can we hand
down and how? We need to explain what it was like in the
past and how it is done today. But still the most important
of all is the very spirit that enabled veneration to continue
through the years; the spitit of respect for the great scholars
of the past, the willingness to follow in their footsteps,
and the dedication and affection that goes into the overall

procedure of veneration.
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SAMAM 0| CIE MRS5S NiStojM o =H|S0|L} & through the sanmun, you will see the Jagye stream, and if you
— AlojM SE517| CHE 20| ASNL? h here is th hat tell 1
= = cross the stream, there is the stone statue that tells people
O|X|gt 21tA ¢ | AL | s
. ASF AR 7)8 50 0 AlslA L wgk 1T} A|AE to get down from their horse, to show respect. A straight
Lee, Ji-Han Oksan-seowon Yusa AFZo] 77 T A 9i7io] 224 o ThELIT), olut line can be drawn from that statue all the way to the inside
of the seowon, where the ancestral tablet is kept. The food,
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drinks, and other necessities for the observation of the

rite is carried through the mid-gate, which is considered

= . . AAF 2 H o] A8 a2 s A AAFAF &]o]] L8] A & . iy’
Oksan-seowon with its oustanding work on educational contents and management of books and documents Al e = e P P = 2l sacred. No other person or animal may pass through it; it
Sl Ut Al vkl 7HA| AL Yol ARl alsd is reserved for the gods and the prepared food and drinks
T} #| obof] & G311 B A A o] HAYct AHAA d for the veneration rite, and it remains open throughout.
-_ = = o p : shajd] 7} ¢l Shuly ol Hy Ho r} o At Oksan-seowon, we have a special way of transporting the
QEL 2MME HEk2 of'EA XL QU27127? How is the Oksan-seowon veneration performed of shapu|7t Slef Q. Sl A Aeds BE & o & e R SAYE QR g P &
nowadays? o A0V} RAA 9 Ik 9F gt et 1 food, drinks, and other necessities for the observation of
T8 SAA Y 2 A B3 7ol = ¥ gl A A% oHke. ZEO AL =D o rLE alak the rite. From Mubyeonnu all the way to the shrine we set up
= We have two big rites in spting and autumn. A Al 22 B2 SHHLE T2 HhE AlH e ,
FARIY u 3. _ = a ladder to transport the sacrificial food and other offerings
L : J e Originally, veneration rites were performed for three days. Solu F5=o] thUAI® Eslal A4 ofyH Alo] Ent ! ) L , , ,
FA w2 3 Bet A AEUT 3 AR A Al in a carriage, similar to a palanquin. A unique practice we
It starts three days before the actual event, with the buying = Zojg} A AAF A H Zore B8 Foj=31 Ay . o B o =
2 SLfol Al Zulsks As AZFE QY] oA H el : ave at the Oksan-seowon is to eat Yaha, a night snack,
= e Rl ] 1A= =, i of various items needed and preparing them for the event. t}. Al Luto] T2 A1) g Eoldty] T A i . - '
El0l7H20099) A&t BES T A BA 2 298 = H g s A ’ - S = minutes prior to the start of the rite. This helps to ease the
L = g — | |Ee=s == 4 . 3 il
gl (o R AW L T S owevet, from we reduced it to two days prior to the A 7HA] Al S AR5 3]A-S 7Fake} 8|45t 7ERk hunger of the officiant, while preventing bad breath.
I ! RO a_ —a 1__0 —a 9 ~lea 1 'a
:}\ i X; - - Z j % OX% : event due to budget issues and lack of personnel. Currently, Aol U2t E5] S LAt ol Ao sk A2H
= = Of & Bl— . 1
AsUth ZEUL I A 7HA 27k R E = oA because of COVID-19, we use just one day to prepate for 3057 744191 oFSHE Blg] o 37|12 e T 9] WA : g L o e i -
2 18} 2a 7 Aeflof & A 725Ut shEo 2 ) everything. But with the COVID situation gradually getting B e O e A e CI.! _ures_' OE!S 1o
bt Sagt A= o = = glofl7] 9Jatelu ) have many young people participating in the
BHol A9 g/} FAg AlSE T Qg FZ2L o] better, we are thinking of going back to a two-day process. \ programs.
= >, Most of the seomon veneration have become a one-day event.
T SAAAE 515 qhofl SR k27 -2 Hy o : = True. But compared to other places, we have a relatively
I am wortied that Oksan-seowon might also follow suit, even MK CHE MEZS|e} 20| B2 AtEtS2| #017t BX| o P RS )
ore. active patticipation from the clan members. Our own Youth

after COVID-19.

Association also takes part in the program. However, the

numbers are declining, which is a grave concern on our part.

Are there any distinctive features in the pre- =0| Wol Zrojsle= Holo| 8. HEJ| AL Aol
paration or format of the veneration at Oksan- o
=] 7} 4E o)A FolEo0] AA Q)
seowon compared to other seowon? ] 71 = olA] EolEol A8 Y You hold the title yusa. Is it a selected position?

Are there any qualifications?
The process of the veneration rite basically follows a set

FAElE E2at Eto|S0] o A7|2 MES sk= At
27 XHA0| m2 ULIL?

procedure. However, each seowon venerates different figures Yes, it is a selected post; an honorary volunteer position

and local produce also varies. So naturally there are unique to be exact. When we have an opening, recommendations

elements to the veneration process. In general, the rite is o A=gyth A= A ol dyth. 2o from the members of the steering committee and the clan

performed around 1 am. The officiants usually start the M7|H 0] 2959} Fzol|A] Aol A&Sh T} are made and one person from the list is selected. Each yusa

process in the morning of the day before the rite, by putting O A= o) Eof| whEt A9 WolA] L) A e AL has work assigned to him. I am in charge of the finance,

O ity S0P Rl R T e s o= AF FARe]7] wiiol A= XH/;}‘?_]' a5l S} taking care of the assets of the seowon. We have many yusa,
The act of preparing the food and putting them up on TR QEE Sl 0 A ojel Q&) all in charge of different areas.

the rite table is referred to as jes#. Do you see the gate in

front of you? That is called the sannun. When you go out
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FIXOoR HRME0|L} CIE HAXIEE A 24 MH Would you have anything to say to the visitors and

=
Of CHSHA] SHEL arat S=pQ anyone working with the Oksan-seowon?
AL 3t 7px] w2y AR glZE S8 1% Well, I would like to make one suggestion. It would be
3} 22 ol AR Z-S Ao 9)ow EAola. ASo| ok really nice if we could have a bookstand to display books,

newsletters and other leaflets for the visitors to pick up

and take home. We have lots of books to give out, but the

o] Gt 22 B o AA7H A TS St yiEe]
2 A9 Som B AR Baw A

g2 7HAE 5= A ofd EAF UL HalA 7HAE =

visitors don’t know that they are allowed to take them! If

we had a nice bookstand to place them out, it would make it

A1 2 casier for the visitors to take them.

183 dAe T Gt AL 1l £%el 8. AL The documentary that we made a while ago was really
Aol SolekA AL gt 101 0] Si=t| Aol 5T good. I have been working here at the seowon for almost 10
AR B71EBE ARSIA & gt A7 A5 27 years and it was the first time to make such a documentary.
2] At 5= A7) vl & 295t Qolalyl AZSL It is important that we got everything on camera, from
o}, Theol| I 1A EE = o ZalAR] AL T8 npe going to the market to buy the necessary items to making
= our own rice wine. I think I will do a better job with the

recording if we get to do it one more time.
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MYUAHO] 5= AMEE Y=0 24M AL A|El0] gioM Many seowon have introduced overnight stay
712, SAIHIOIL} MYUBAKIEES T3 AL CH3HA programs. Does Oksan-seowon have any plans to
= IHMO|AAX|Q? do anytl_ling similar? Are you or other seowon staff
supportive of such programs?
RHAH oA TF LA YL R ulsh HSo] H 7
SAANE, Sk retsel £ As you can see, we do have a few small rooms but not the
o] 7] o] S]RFAl & O 2 oo} =k
SW71= el 8. 3K 5 ol 7hA] ol & el A adequate facilities, such as restrooms and bathrooms, that
t7hes A2 #E2H 92 5 deyoh Rl 3 would be needed for an overnight stay. We can do day-time
E N AEE oL EE AW, Ao EX o= 28T programs, and in fact, we are thinking of daytime programs
ML ol S| AP 7k =]} for students to experience archery and listen to vatious
23 SR 44, FUE 7] o] Alu | lectures
25903 7hq oy SEo] 7Peshct E5] ZAMA The nearby Seonbi Academy, is fully equipped with
Qo] Au|2H YL a3 TEO wo] 51T 7] B restrooms and sleeping quarters. We could do different
_ programs using the facility there. Dosan-seowon is already
ol A3 o] % £17] Aolof 1] g7t ATt
doing that, and we can learn from their practice.
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Son, Ju-Nam Oksan-Seowon Heritage commentator
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Oksan-seowon, a triple crown winner in World Heritage inscriptions
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How did you become a heritage commentator?

I started working as a heritage commentator in the fall of
2001. A heritage commentator was something new at the
time. I learned about a training program on the historical
sites of Gyeongju. I thought it would be nice if I could
be a commentator, so I could guide my family and friends
when they come to visit. It was tough to get in! I met the
qualifications such as having done volunteer work in a foreign
language and having finished a separate training program at
other museums. I later found out the training program was
for getting heritage commentators ready for the 2002 Wortld

Cup games. I have been working as a heritage commentator

ever since, appreciating the opportunity.
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What are some special features at Oksan-seowon?

First special feature, I would have to say, is the venerated
figure of our seowon, Hoejae Yi Eonjeok. He laid the very
foundation of Joseon Dynasty’s Neo-Confucianism.

Second, in terms of architecture, Oksan-seowon has
introduced a wooden floor to the pavilion, which generally
serves the function of interaction and relaxation. Adding a
wooden floor to the pavilion became a common practice
after our case.

Third, we have firmly established our role as the vital
institution for publishing and archiving ancient documents,
including the Samguksagi, which has been designated as a
national treasure in 2018 and many other relics and old
documents.

Being honored with the king's bestowment of a name
plaque, which is a framed title boatd, is an extremely special
event. And Oksan-seowon received the king's bestowment of
a name plaque not once but twice. We also have many name
plaques written by the most famous calligraphers of the
times. Finding them one by one will add special joy to your
Visit.

We also take huge pride in having the world heritage
inscriptions. (Two as World Heritage and one UNESCO
MOWCAP, the Memory of the World Committee for Asia
and the Pacific)

How do you feel about the young generation of
visitors?

Since we have been listed as World Heritage, we are
having more younger visitors. About 20 years ago, we had
group visitors come and drink alcohol on the premise. But
not anymore. The visitors these days are so well-mannered.
Even the elementary school children are so smart; the
stoties of the seowon are not really that easy for elementary
school children to absotb, but they understand it so well. I
think they study in advance before making the visit. They

are so different from when I was young.
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Are there anything the visitors should be mindful
of when visiting the Oksan-seowon?

Like I just said, the visitors nowadays are so well-
mannered and well-behaved, I don’t have anything particular
to request from them.

I would like to add, however, that I believe seowon have
played an important role behind such wonderful visitors.

Seowon has traditionally refrained from encouraging people
to pursue personal scholastic achievements and ultimately
landing a position in the government office. Instead, we
emphasize the leadership role of Seonbi, who were trained to
become mature human beings, to build character through
the teachings provided at the seomwon, and to ultimately serve
the community as leaders practicing what they have learned.
I believe such traditions led to create a healthy culture we

have today.
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Byeongsan-seowon, the only seowon that carried on the educational function of
a seowon from the Joseon Dynasty into modern education
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How did you come to take on the role of yusa? Is
there a memorable episode you can share?

I graduated high school in Andong and went to college in
Seoul, served in the military as a ROTC officer for 2 years
and then worked for quite some time. 22 years ago, I came
back to my hometown Hahoe village and got involved in the
clan and village affairs. Seowon work was something I had
been watching over the elders’ shoulders and naturally came
to think of it as mine, and I have been at it for over 20 years.

I worked 7 years for the inscription of Hahoe village and 9
years for the inscription of Seowon, Korean Neo-Confucian
Academies as World Heritage. And in that 16 years,
Byeongsan-seowon becoming part of the 14" World Heritage
of Korea is the most rewarding,

I have also served as the chairperson of the World
Heritage Seowon, Korean Neo-Confucian Academies
association. Most of the members I’'ve worked with have
moved on; I am probably the only person left who was with
the association from the beginning. Maybe it’s time for me
to move on as well.

In the spring of 2020, we had a big forest fire in Andong;
It started in the west slope of the mountain right in front of
our seowon and spread to the entire Andong area; it ended up
leaving the widest fire damage to date. It reached the hills
right in front of the seowon. The other side of the hill we
see from the seowon was entirely wiped out and the flames
reached the valley right in front of us. The trees there
happened to be broad-leaved trees and not pine trees, which

is why they survived the fire. The fire led me to realize how
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our ancestors selected a remarkable spot to build the seowon.
The north winds ate blocked by the cliff at the mountain
in front of us, so the seowon is safe. The winds from the
northwest in the spring and winter blow along the river,
again keeping the seowon safe from any possible flames.
When the winds blow, the flames are blown across the river
to the other side and in such an event, the highways were

blocked and stopped operations.

Are there any difficulties in managing the seowon?

Veneration rites at the nine seowon are faced with real
challenges. It has been performed for so long without any
problems since the beginning. But now there are challenges.

First, we have too little manpower and resources to
continue the veneration. In the past, seowon had official
servants to help out and peasants who farmed the land
owned by the seomon. Veneration was prepared with their
labor and output from the land. But now; seowon no longer
owns any land and therefore has no income. Byeongsan-seowon
is relatively better off among the 700 seowon in Korea. We
founded the Byeongsan Educational Foundation in 1947 with
our assets; through the foundation we carry on the seomwon’s
learning function to the present day. It is the only such case
among the 700 seowon in Korea.

Same goes for the manpower issue. In the past, yusa
used to be replaced by a new person every 2~3 years. But
I have been serving as a yusa for over two decades. All
the young people have moved out to the city because of
industrialization. Those who still live in the rural areas are
not interested in working at a seowon because the work is
all volunteer based. Conserving the veneration function is
of utmost importance. Each seowon has slightly different
functions and rules for veneration. The Cultural Heritage
Administration should designate those who work at the
seowon as certified skilled experts, so that people who are
trained and certified can petform the veneration service
and conserve the tradition. Jongmyo Shrine and Sungkyunkewan
Sukjeon are registered as intangible heritage sites. The nine

seowon is a World Heritage, so the designation as certified
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skilled experts for those who perform the veneration is a

must.

Byeongsan-seowon has many things to be proud
of that are not found in other seowon.

I would say thete are about five features at Byeongsan-seowon
that make us stand out.

First, we are the only seowon that has carried its education
function to a modern setting, by founding the Byeongsan
Educational Foundation.

Second, since the day it was founded to this very day,
everything remains true to its original traditions. For example,
many other seowon have introduced education centers,
museums and exhibition halls and tried to modernize their
activities. However, Byeongsan-seowon has kept everything
intact. Even our entryway remains untouched: they are still
not covered with asphalt.

Third, on the pillars of the three-sectioned gate of
Jondeoksa, we find the eight I Ching trigrams drawn on them.
We ate the only seomon in Korea that has them. The eight I

Ching trigrams bears the story of the challenging times in
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A A YA 2Zgbety gk A4 29 7)o dE tried everything to get rid of this tree, but dared not harm A9le AT Wast 27 A4 1o AR s|Hos P
= = = 515 = h lanted right in fi f B R I
AREO] o] F3EE glofi7] fste] Faket =8 o the tree planted right in front of Byeongsan-seowon Ipgyodang Ae|i st 3 gaUTh A 27| o] AT A fEA Seowon is now trying to position itself as an educational
_ here S Ryu S -ryong i ted.
ROt 75| Aol A8 BAI AR Juwd oFofl 3 S s SRR I S ZaH Az29Tl § O Z1 A Wl olulo] AltlE =3{ institution specializing in the teachings of loyalty and
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L 2451 glofA] Eslgis Ut TS 5197 9Fo 2k ALsk Azl fidelity that are much needed in this time and age. We have
provided teachings on loyalty and fidelity to marine soldiers
and staff aboard the destroyer ship ROKS Seoae Ryu

o
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Seong-Ryong and army soldiers as well as to the general
public. This program will continue.

Had it not been for Admiral Chungmugong Yi Sun-
sin during the Japanese Invasions of Korea (1592~1598),
we might not be living in a country as we know it today.
Let’s not forget that it was Seoae who recommended
Chungmugong,

Seoae also left memoirs of what he experienced during
the 7 years of war against Japan, which have become
invaluable records. You will find the ten lessons Seoae left

for us. Do look it up.

Veneration at the seowon is basically similar. But
would Byeongsan-seowon stand out in any way?

When we perform veneration at Byeongsan-seowon, 10
students from Poongsan Highschool join us. They come
in around 3 pm on the day ptior to the veneration and stay
until the end.

The process of veneration is largely the same, but differs
slightly by each seowon.

We also have a step where the rector of the seowon and
yusa, together check every item on the preparation list after
the preparation is done.

The shuyuan of China does not have the veneration
function at all. They were completely unaware of it, and
were very surprised to learn about it in Korea; Chinese press
came to cover the story, saying that China should learn
from Korea. China does not have any records of veneration
nor anyone who knows about it, since everything was lost
during the Cultural Revolution. China is saying that they
need to learn about it from Korea and that Korea needs
to help them revive the practice. Though seowon originated
from China, the systematic practice of veneration remains
alive only in Korea.

COVID-19 has forced many seowon to simplify their
activities and programs. Many will choose to keep it that
way. However, I believe the nine components of the Seowon,
Korean Neo-Confucian Academies should maintain the

original format.
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Byeongsan-seowon that served as a stage of open discussions for the Joseon Dynasty sarims

How do you guide the visitors?

A heritage commentator needs to make the visitors enjoy
the seowon. What we do cannot be too setious; it has to be
fun. Otherwise, people will not come! We try hard to leave a
lasting impression of the seowon in a fun and enjoyable way.

I start off with the basic story about our seowon; how it
first started out as a hyanggo a long time ago, then later came
the seomwon. Hyanggo is a public educational institute, while
seowon is a private higher educational institute. I tell the
visitors that Byeongsan-seowon is a private higher educational
institute from 400 years ago. I then go on to explain that
seowon was bestowed with the king’s name plaque and
received financial support, because of Toegye Yi Hwang’s
influence.

Of the nine seowon, inscribed as World Heritage, five are
in Daegu, Gyeongsangbuk-do Province area due to the
influence of Toegye. Gyeongsangnam-do, Jeollanam-do,
Jeollabuk-do, and Chungcheonungnam-do Provinces each

has one seowon.

What are the unique features of Byeongsan-

We are in a quite remote location and because of that,

A Adef gk 7124l 71 e Fwet o= Byeongsan-seowon has five special features that others do not
Aol AAL Trh5o] Ao AT Fie FH | have

S7)o| 1 AYLe AR TSNS 7| o] T A o] The first is the eight I Ching trigrams carved on the stone
AL 400 A AY 1S wLr]|Tolch 184 A of the gate’s pillars. They represent the sky, lake, thunder

ATq J81 ARskmel Ao] Aol uh and flames with the four yang trigrams, and wind, water,
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3 AAA A D v = A2 § A o3 AAId o] ek mountain, earth with the four yin trigrams. These are the S8Yof| QA|H ZLo] A o), A o37]7}F H L of government officials. It means, to be the head of a seomon,
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X o] o] A Tke Ao AU o] oJsk . ke x HE olgj2o =0 Hm &= P y
ol 8. - ol ofFA B A2 HA g 99 is also about 400 years old. It is said to have been planted by TEr Al AT HE eiUn, 15e B 5 needed for the veneration tites in the spring and autumn. A
o] A=Al A =Ry the third son of Seoae, Sooan Ryu Jin-gong when the seomon =3 7|F0] WMEMESNIL BEvh AA WHOE A% smaller cart pulled by a cow was used to bring everything
was first being built. It blooms for about 100 days, starting et dEYy up to the main gate, and this larger cartiage is used from the
FA 10| 71X|31 U= EWSH M2 o 20| ASNL? from the end of June, peaking in August. And that makes Y] HA BEE F7tof 9l 7hat, AEo| Qlojx AH main gate to the Jeonsacheong, where the food is prepared late
Byeongsan-seowon the most beautiful seowon of all. r =S o171 Q% 0] into the night. On the day of the veneration, the prepared
1717} @ A=kA] 131 EF Aol 91 o] 7] HALA 2eong = A Q. @EZ 377} 1AL AZof| 27471 ¢lol 8. . g Y . i PR
e S s Come August, we get so many phone calls from people QEZo| I 283} Q. AR = AL =3} o] food is carried up to the shrine, once again using the larger
Qlolu} o)X= EWS} t}Al 71X 7} 9l = = 2 SEh= L.Ql'ﬁ
Aol sl= SHE A 7AZE s who want to photograph the flowers, asking when would be 3 < freight carriage. It is such a fair that people would gather
p grap = w [T e Zof| Z7}o] 01 7] 40]7 T g 2 RCOP g
R WA ALE 715 Bl AVASE ol a1, 53t o ’ 27 o] B, 5874 30 S Y A ddm | s
AR Al = S T pEAl @ a good date for them to come visit. LT 4913 AR M3E o]Abo] Hfof & 2= ol 1 just to see the carriage in action.
=] = A 2 el Seal PN e = Sy
02 o] skl 471 ol 47190, ¥ shs =R The third is the national treasure Mandaern. 1t is a i ) Last and fifth is the snail-shaped toilet used by the
8 . e, : Ao Ao YAZ FHAEH A3E AL E Gjlo
%) W e V11, 22 G A AIHE JIohgof vl o magnificent building, built in a very nature-friendly way; the Aol Ut ol 8 SRR 3% e ofof servants. It’s been there for a very long time and it kept
. -t L2 2 o]} dlo]
A /= 714 3L 949 YIS wHEQIch Al o), Afof foundation stone and pillars are all used in its natural shape. S & Stk B U falling apart, so it was repaited many times and conserved to
AMdo] A4 i) o u g ST 2 72 A Fourth is the carriages, parked in the narrow slots of the F& F e ol wARIY T s S B date. The snail-shaped toilet does not have a roof or a door.
5.9] Ax}=o0] Wo] Saaict skt 17 of 7|dke]| ¢ Bokryenoon gate. There are three on the right and two on the A & o AR T3 K] S EA= U € | But you cannot see inside the walls. There must have been
olg left side. o & 71 A AE o Holy 117], 3}l 5 Ao gt other seowon that had something similar, but only the one in
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@ Ao A9 A AAorsel 2ok SApo] A £ : Ao] UEIT, o o] 2 Ao 4 of4] BES
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The pavilion architecture at the seowon embraces the
nature and creates a relaxing area that pursues unity

between the heavens and man.
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Pavilion architecture of private educational
institutions inscribed as World Heritage
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Cho, Jae-Mo (Professor, Kyungpook National University, School of Architecture and Civil Engineering)
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Pavilion in the architecture of Seowon,

Korean Neo-Confucian Academies
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A seowon is a Confucianism education institute that
originally started in China. It dates back to the Tang
Dynasty of China. Hundreds of years later, Sarim of the
Joseon Dynasty embraced seomwon as a catalyst to create the
ideal world they envisioned, which led to the overall growth
of Joseon as the strongest center of Neo-Confucianism
of all times. In particular, Neo-Confucianism based on the
teachings of Zhu Xi, that started from the Song Dynasty
of China, had a huge impact on the Sariz of the Joseon
Dynasty and their seowon.

Architecture is a physical entity that is bound to the local
materials, techniques and living practices. While the roots of
Joseon's seowon are found in China, the seowon architecture
is deeply influenced by its locality and the times it was built
and used. From the rite’s perspective, the members of seawon
would no doubt have wanted to build an ideal architectural
space, one that follows the fundamental rules and guidelines
prescribed to a learning area to best realize the ideals and
petform veneration and learning functions. This, however,
was no simple matter. Joseon's seowon follows the rules of
Joseon's architecture, and within it created unique aspects

while embracing the necessary rituals of a learning academy.
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f

[
I
=
kI
_OIL
£
i
_EL
b
=)
—d

o
to
1l
>
ric
)

o
o2l
<t
=

=

[
4 L
N 2
[
Y i
o o
o =
B %0
o O
N
N o
o O
ox
oo jﬁ
o i
o
r>~l .
ofN rE
o> o
H

s
filo &

ol et 1 9ol AL Belue

o
=)
ofl
T g
ox,
ol
ol

o r
Rl
rir

o
e

l

)
ey
of,
12

it tlo
-

2

ol
2
K
N
o3l
-0,
I

o n

o)
et
2
>
ofl
o
ok
2
)
of
o H
_Orlr‘

tlo o

)
ofl
lo w18
ﬂ
©,

N
HE)

do > o
A
=
By
(2 U

e

>
i
1ok
El
o
rlr
i
AL
1o
A
o,
o
Rl
il
(TR}
30 ol
5203y
oo & o
2 [o 3o
Mo T g
%ﬁ By rO @ o ox
o o ol

2o
o
rlr
>
{1tad
rlo
2
1
M)
N,
lo

HALA R K] | Layout of Byeongsan-seowon

42 | MEISAEZ SHE HARL 215, 57

When compared to the educational institutions in China
and Japan, Joseon’s seowon stands out in that it shares a
common spatial layout in most of its seowon. In the front
area stands a pavilion as a guard post and observation point.
The learning area was in the center, where a lecture hall was
built, along with separate rooms on the east and west of
the lecture hall, which surrounded a courtyard. In the inner
quarters, separated by a lower wall, the veneration area was
built with a shrine. The natural slopes and flat lands were
incorporated into the design, organically separating and/
or connecting the different spaces. Such layout is found in
not just one or two seowon, but in most seowon in Joseon as a
common feature.

Since seowon were private institutions, they could have
enjoyed much wider freedom in their construction,
compared to other state-operated facilities. However, the
common layout of its buildings and land sites indicates

that carly founders of seomon in Joseon had some degree
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A2 MY A-H | Sosu-seowon Gyeongryeomjeong
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PHYMY SIHE | Museong-seowon Hyeongaru

of consensus, and also could be explained as the result
of relatively fast spread of seowon nationwide. The
Confucianism education institutes in China or Japan largely
display different construction and architectural methods in
each institution, though some common features are found.
China’s shuynans, for example, have been built over centuries,
in vastly different regions in a huge country, hence different
methods are applied to each case. The most important areas
in a Chinese shuynan have traditionally been the libraties and
pavilions that stored books bestowed by the emperor; these
were tall buildings placed at the deepest quarters of the
institution, usually along the central axis that starts from the
main gate. So, while they also adopted a form of pavilion,
their characters were completely different compared to the
pavilions found in Joseon’s seomon.

Seowon of Korea followed the architectural practice
of the Joseon Dynasty and adopted both the ondo/, the
underground heating system and maru, the open wooden
floor. The shrine was mostly used for performing the
rites, and therefore did not need an ondol. But the lecture
hall and the separate rooms on the east and west of the

lecture hall had ondo/ built in, along with the open wooden

Pavilion of Korean Seowon Architecture | 43



of Helo]lE F=ro] a5l ol#et 8450] 7]
o

FolHThE Eolg A4k ot T4 BE 7
oL} A%, S 5 FBOT UE AlokS IR 4 gl
S7ef AR AU YA AFE] Fuio] A
A R A §AT 5 ol AZolch, vwA Y
B/ sHALSY, g0 Rl o] SRR 7] 14
o Holt g7ke oll|ely] uhzel 213 5 oI
$E2 B8 5 9 AHE A1 Uit

Aol A& 7to] SAT A SAEe] BuR
orelA olek. e o] 2 thi o] Yeztat e
o3 #go] 50| o glojA] UnkaolA] skt &
£5] A4S 24 WERA old|2el AL AL A
O B S qlou, FARY 2Ee A9 a

44 | MEUSAER SHE MASY AR, =4

floor in between the rooms. This allowed the space to have
more flexibility. The Chinese shuyuan, which served as an
archetype, did not have such elements. Therefore, the use
of ondo/ and the open wooden floor illustrates the local
adaptation of seowon in the Joseon Dynasty.

But the most distinctive element is the pavilion. The
Joseon seowon wete mostly built in locations that enjoyed
open scenery of the rivers, valleys and the fields. The
pavilion allowed such open scenery to be fully enjoyed,
while the visitors also relaxed in the pavilion. It was a
relatively large space, with no specifically assigned role to it,
and thus could be flexibly used for multiple purposes.

The first pavilion to be built in a seowon is known to be
the Mubyeonnn at Oksan-seowon. This pavilion, however, is
quite different from the pavilion of all the other seowon that
followed. Mubyeonnn has a daecheong, another name for the
open wooden floor, which has ondo/ rooms on the left and

right sides. It could simply be an exceptional case, being
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the very first pavilion to be built for a seowon. But it is also
key evidence that allows us to trace the a prototype for the
seowon pavilion. When the eatly seowon were being built, there
already existed similar educational facilities, namely Ahyanggo,
in all corners of the country. The eatly hyanggo was also
in the process of its architectural style being determined,
therefore popped up in many different styles. Myeongryundang
at Gangneung /Jyanggo would be a prime example. This
catlier type, however, gradually gave way to the layout as
we see it today, which ultimately became the typical hyanggo
architecture and layout.

The seowon lecture hall had already been built following
rules that were applied in the eartly Sosu-seomwon and Namgye-
seowon. When the Oksan-seowon was built, it is presumed
that the hyanggo’s pavilion-type Myeongrynndang was used as
a prototype, in building a pavilion which was not a part of
seowon architecture till then. The three-£an daecheong and the

rooms equipped with the oxdo/ system to the left and right
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i

side of the daecheong are very similar to the pavilion-type
Myeongryundang. Unlike most other seowon, Mubyeonnu has
a relatively closed facade. The Mubyeonnu of Oksan-seowon
faces the Guindang, a lecture hall, and surrounds the central
courtyard along with the separate rooms on the east and
west of the lecture hall; so, you have four buildings creating
a sort of a circle. Compared to other seomwon, this is a more
compact layout, where the pavilion is seen as being part
of the learning area rather than being independent. The
“Mubyeonny’ plaque also hangs at a rather peculiar location:
not at its usual location right outside the entrance but
quite the opposite - in the center of the inner walls on the
daecheong. This results in the two plaques, Oksarn-seowon, hung
on the lecture hall and the Guindang plaque, facing one
another. The daecheong at Mubyeonnu is closed with paneled
doors towards the exterior but is opened up towards the
lecture hall, emphasizing the interior space.

The seowon pavilion that came later were mostly designed

to be open on three sides. At the risk of making a logical
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leap, the later pavilion looks as if the center daecheong part of
the Mubyeonnu has been made into an independent building,
At any rate, the seowon's pavilion became an archetype with
an open single-£an open wooden floor. A special example
can be found at the Sangju Okdong-seowon's Cheongwolln,
which, like the Mubyeonnn, has rooms equipped with the
ondol system to its sides. The Okdong-seowon was upgraded
in 1714 to Baekokdong-seowon, to gain full status as a seomwon.
In 1746, 32 years after the upgrade, Hwang Hyo-heon and
Hwang Nyu were added to its venerated figure, venerating
four figures altogether. In 1789, it received the king's
bestowment of a name plaque with its title Okdong-seowon.
The Cheongwollu was completed in 1792.

Depending on when we see the start of Okdong-seowon,
different interpretations are possible. If we see the time of
it being upgraded to Baekokdong-seowon in 1714, or the eatly
18th century, as its beginning, then we can say Okdong-seowon
was established as a local seowon that was usually operated
by a certain clan. However, if we see it's beginning to date
back to when it was operated as Baekwha-hweangdang, which
enshrined Bangchon Hwang Hui’s portrait, and also a
while later as Baekokdong-yeongdang, then its start date can be
estimated to be in the mid-16" century, which is considered
the early days of seowon construction. Architecture-wise,
the shrine was relocated and the lecture hall was completed
after it was upgraded. The separate rooms on the east and
west of the lecture hall were not built, reflecting the trend
of seowon construction at the time. The rooms equipped
with the ondo/ system on each side of Cheongwolln have been
nicknamed Jinmillryo and Yoontaekryo; the last syllable ‘ryo’
refers to living quarters. It has been explained so far that the
two rooms have been added, since Cheongwollu, built into
a seowon that had already been constructed, did not have
the separate rooms on the east and west. What was the
purpose of the two rooms on the pavilion of Oksan-seowon
and Okdong-seowon? We can find evidence in old documents
stating that people stayed for the night at the Mubyeonnu of

Oksan-seowon.

Pavilion of Korean Seowon Architecture | 47



MeAt | £2/27| Looking Around

A2 L T 27 9l AlSlof| A =78 A TS & Mubyeonnn of Oksan-seowon and Cheongwolln of Okdong- o]t A=A ATFo| A ALle] AHo]| =7FS Al-$- height difference among the buildings, which was popular in
SETT = ‘86 T4A= dEerd 7)) 8 g /E A=A 6% o Ul A= NIRT g 1) gs pop
A oF FAlS Sol gAle 43lsto] 2435k Ao|gch. seowon both have similar layout and functions. However, each T 7218 tha3] 7152 0] #9A) o]Ale] oju]7} Ql} the Sangju area, was adopted.
= Z=517) o] o} AR o] Sl 99l 1A occupy different positions in the historical development 718 ooz A9 AWML Tksl mho s 1y In all aspects, the seowon's pavilion demonstrates that
_ f th ilion. h - ! infl d fi th i
4] 95 0] 7|29 3 HolSelE Ao wolrh of the seowon pavilion. Mubyeonnn embraced the structure ST, AR =0 ool A] A919] ok Hle BT ]oseo?s. seowon was influenced more from the expe.nences
of the pavilion-type Myeongryundang at the hyanggo. But ~ of existing local hyanggo, than from the shuyuan architecture
oA = Q7 AL 7712 242 Aol F=9 A TS 4= Sl A AAE WEYoH, AU AWE
since the seowon architecture already had a lecture hall and in China. While the main architectural layout at the time
AZHrl= oAl 2517 9Tl Sk 2 EE] o] Ad ol & Ho /\/ﬂQ_:‘T—'_HE ‘L;—y?‘gﬂ.*‘j{/_\_o ’TLZ_]'-O«E ) ) . o
ASEEE G FAShL 3 Falm e o] dgelA separate rooms on the east and west of the lecture hall, sl Al FE ATSRL ke 5] 3 was flat and single storied, the pavilion was special in
foiRe) }o o 1o = . . o= = o 10 3Ll AZ=90] 3 . . . .
TS Whrs Bolxth s 2AAY S ©e 3 the hyeopshil, ot the room equipped with the ondo/ system BEvhs 5, A Al 2 Add S oA A that it introduced a multi-layer structure. The strict social
Ao ASEstel A 585 $59 S 4= 170 on both sides of the hyanggo pavilion-type Myeongryundang e Euls 7 S a5 frgolth hierarchy in Joseon Dynasty controlled the size and layout
o}, Al53} 750 T2 YA A7} EAESEe] s1)el were omitted, turning the seowon pavilion into a much more of the buildings. The popular use of ondol also prompted
AEQ HEE #A = 9 AY 9]—’ L= 0] Algo] open structure. The seowon's pavilion came to have three-kan buildings to have single-story structures. In the earlier
HEslE| A tEE] ARS th2o g 2AEL Af sizes, presumably from the three-£an layout of Mubyeonnu’s period of Joseon, multi-story houses, especially among the
o 7r71 919l ZAAT|EE Sy ARZee 2] daecheong ot Jeongchim. Cheongwollu originally did not have upper classes, existed. But the growing populatity of the
§ _ separate rooms on the east and west of the lecture hall, ondol being built into homes definitely had an impact on the
o 330 Adyoe] AR Zo| 1 Bud o] | T e | ¢ ’ ’
. so it added the two hyegpshil when it's pavilion was built. spread of single-story houses.
ofigiou}, HA} Tl 87k B AL olE 5 | e i i i
Although this paper cannot present any evidence, it seems Under such architectural background, putting up a pavilion
o] oJgF 71 Sllok 5F 7
of ol Artal sfof & Aotk that the ondol technology making use of the topographical at the very front of a seowon bears more meaning than mere
functional use. By putting up a pavilion, the frontal facade
of a seowon gained grandeur. Its height provided a place
for relaxing, where both the inside and outside of a seowon
could be observed. It also blocked any outsiders from trying
to peek into the seomon, presenting a protected and quiet
learning space for its members. Joseon seowon's pavilion,
therefore, is the most important architectural element,
demonstrating the locality of each seowon.
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48 | ANERSAIEE SIHE MAIRL 4=, =4 Pavilion of Korean Seowon Architecture | 49



HZ=.2t2517| / &, 22[2] 0]0f7|
Conservation and Utilization /
Seowon NEWS

MARLE Bt=2 Me'e] Efdst BHE 7IXIE ¢2|1 X[7]7|

oF 970 MBI M EEe|HO| 2SS 2715l At St

This segment introduces the works of the nine seowon
and the Seowon Foundation on promoting and conserving
the Outstanding Universal Value of the World Heritage
‘Seowon, Korean Neo—Confucian Academies’.
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HHIS4 S130] Y SII8E U8
World Heritage ‘Seowon, Korean Neo-Confucian Academies’

conducts regular inspection

HEZIXY - BEARS (A& 22T
Park, Jin-Jae - Park, Sae-Eun (Seowon Foundation)

B3l o] U] A ASALS] BT E 3] =S TA| The Special Act on preservation, management and use
AGAbe] Bz g o gh8o T3t EMW (o5} A of World Heritage (hereafter “World Heritage Act’) was
ACAFRN L B E A ASA ] et A7 AL o 19] enacted by the Cultural Heritage Administration (CHA) in
A ASH] BTSHEE 45T Qlch AlAlSAto] 9] order to protect \X/.orld He.rltage in Korea. It manldates that
S 71 Al ol A A7 AL AlHEh BEA o] B an annual regular inspection be conducted and its results
be reported on all World Heritage in Korea. In all the
obes ol glou, A&RALRL o] A e S5 cities where World Heritage is located, each city/provincial
el S ol Ade]wo] sisrol ¥ Al & 3 | government must conduct a regular inspection and report
A 47144 X35k back to the CHA. For the serial nomination “Seowon, -
A 38 1497 E 1897k 45 59 e 971 A9 Korean Neo-Confucian Academies’, however, the Seanon l‘:jr::ltiilp):fc’j ﬁiiiiﬁ?ﬁ ?ﬁiiﬁ;f Kﬂﬁ:ﬂl Edegﬁ(fgozn1fh2c-iii.;ijgjemies’ Periodic Reporting and consultations with local
o] A3 AR THA| SISt A Qe dho] BF Foundation is entrusted with the work, in lieu of each city/ governments (Feb. 24-26, 2021)
7 2+ ALL WrRaA FA-S AT, o]olA 54 provincial government, to ensure integrated management.
AAA, A7/ B3, EnyEd 23 5 3 259 The first regular inspection, since the World Heritage Act A AGARS] B3] 9l 318 Aldof st A7) d A Regular inspection on the conservation, management
Yeo 2713 vrodslo] 4o BalaHo] Ad AT came into effect, has been conduct.ed. o A ALAFE kO] 7| Zo] whel 9Ato] el Akl e} A and utilization status of the World Heritage is conducted
AEstan From March 14 to 18, respormble‘ pers.o.nnel from local A ko] Ers B 71X (OUV) Ho] 9do] 5 according to the World Heritage Convention. It aims to
governments and the Seowon Foundation visited each of the QA o A7ste] W Tha] W SHa o] Hhake 2 regulatly inspect the management status of the heritage,
nine seawon in the different provinces and cities to conduct 1_—; © Ez e e R K;E °° : co=H and identify any possible threats to the conservation of the
on-site regular inspections as well as review the nomination = o] 8 HAolth, A Sl AlAfAtel Mt Al World Heritage OUV, in order to set the overall direction of
dossier, Periodic Reporting and integrated monitoring T, I 58 Fofl AetobA B =l Qe the conservation, management and utilization policy. The
results. The team reflected all the findings in their inspection AR Ho5t7] 9I3E A& AgdstA HalAAl = regular inspection checks and evaluates whether the World
report, which was submitted to the CHA in April. A, Akl f1ei7E Hs 8452 fEA 5= AlARA Heritage is adequately conserved and managed through
A 712 9] A &7=0r B g ] o] o) A Ehels)al 3 laws, systems and appropriate management organizations,
7¥skc}, oj|d ZF 8RS |G| AF ) Al ASAF A7 whether necessary measures ate being taken to protect the
19] A HE vtedste] AAANE Bl Ho| AZolE heritage, and whether any features might exist to threaten
= 53 9, the heritage, from the perspective of the sustainable
protection and management of the World Heritage values.
Every year, the local managers of each heritage must submit
the inspection results, reflecting the World Heritage Periodic
Reporting index, to the CHA.

AF SMMY M7|™A | Regular inspection at Gyeongju Oksan-seowon Sk AAIMY M7= A | Regular inspection at Hamyang Namgye-seowon

52 | MAIRL St=ol M H71-Y Al World Heritage ‘Seowon, Korean Neo-Confucian Academies’ conducts regular inspection | 53



4 23 Are A5 s AAFA F71E

2] BARE AGHLE AAGAEF] et 4
A

Agigreeho] Bste] AR A7 R Aol FE
UE% 5 3140] 245 Vo] tis vk E gk,
o) A AAGAR] o] ol 4 A geelh

A9 )5 ALPA, AAGAE Belshe A%
AA G| FRAL A5 S A2 Aolshit e
SRRAL S Uk, WebA] AAGAE BAL 9
© AR GAAN A ABHolm K422l Bl 5
7] ol @Molc}, ol3lo] ole} o] WL A

1. 7871830 A A 9918 sk AAGA BUE RG] & 7] Ak 5 sk
2, AAAFE F Al29%0f ukek 19979 AIARAR 3] el Al A8 A5
7|18 13= YA 5 Section 1), 7 AlAHAE T2k (Section T) &H¢lol
Al Ba(fAe] REHG HUER] BrhE Fgwn, 2atel AR
ojtt. 7| Rl 6| IR 2= 1 ol BV R oJFT} Qi A% (oFd,
ofze|7t, ofxjotel g ek, Hulet 7he] Bell, f- 7t B o & o] &3t et
£ AlARARI ] o] Ah=to] AlAIATE O o] el gt B2 B A S A&7t

ol

&

-4~

A A
HEA

T

Hohs WA

54 | HAISL =l M2 HI1-Y A

The inspection result data will be accumulated and used
in the UNESCO World Heritage Periodic Reporting, which
is performed under the World Heritage Convention. The
UNESCO World Heritage Periodic Reporting is done
every six years, by dividing the target counties in six groups.
Because the reporting interval is relatively long, data has to
be accumulated and managed over the years.

The "Third Cycle of the Periodic Reporting"' of
UNESCO World Heritage was in July 2021; it occurred
before the regular inspection, making it difficult to gather
the necessary data. However, we could utilize the data
accumulated by the Seowon Foundation from 2016 to
present for the World Heritage inscription of “Seowon,
Korean Neo-Confucian Academies’. The CHA and local
managers(14 local governments, Seowon Foundation) of the
nine seowon collaborated in writing up the periodic report,
which contained accumulated contents from the integrated
monitoring report.

‘Seowon, Korean Neo-Confucian Academies’ has been
conducting integrated management from the perspective
of World Heritage management, with Seowon Foundation
playing a central role. The 2021 World Heritage Periodic
Reporting and the 2022 regular inspection, conducted for
the first time, were both performed without any difficulty.

In the second year of the implementation of the World
Heritage Act, the government now actively manages the
World Heritage. However, having the right mindset on

World Heritage is a critical factor in determining the overall

1. Periodic Reporting is one of the two main monitoring systems within
the World Heritage, performed on a global scale. It was decided at the
1997 World Heritage Committee based on Article 29 of the World
Heritage Convention. The Periodic Reporting is conducted in two levels
- the national focal points complete the state-level report (Section [ ') and
each World Heritage property in the region(Section II') are completed by
site managers on the conservation status and monitoring evaluations), by
answering an online survey. The Periodic Reporting is performed every
6 years. Fach year, State Parties of one of the five regions — the Arab
States, Africa, Asia and the Pacific, Latin America and the Caribbean,
and Europe and North America (in this order) — complete and submit
both sections of the questionnaire as their Periodic Reporting to the

World Heritage Committee.

2021
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7\ 0M 2 0 MIE (M) |
Manual for writing up the Periodic Report
(Seowon Foundation)
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direction of the management, and naturally its outcome.
However, most of the personnel responsible for the
management of the World Heritage work in rotations,
with a few exceptions of some research positions at the
local governments. This makes it challenging for local
governments to manage the World Heritage places in
a consistent and continuous manner. In this backdrop,
integrated management becomes even more important
for a serial nomination that spreads out in multiple
administrative provinces. Under the umbrella of “Seowon,
Korean Neo-Confucian Academies’, better protection of
the seowon’s Outstanding Universal Value becomes possible,
while enhancing its values as World Heritage. The Seowon
Foundation will continue to seek diverse measures for more
better integrated management and utilization of the nine

Seonon.
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Transcending time and space, intriguing the imagination: World Heritage
Seowon, Korean Neo-Confucian Academies
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Kim, Jin-Hyeong (Seedcoop, a social coop on youth education)
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Seedcoop, a social coop on youth education(hereafter
Seedcoop), seeking to bring positive changes to public
education in Korea, has joined forces with the Seowon
Foundation to promote the Outstanding Universal Value
of the World Heritage “Seomwon, Korean Neo-Confucian
Academies’, transcending time and space.

During the past two years of COVID-19, all visits to
cultural sites and museums from public schools have been
halted, while online classes have brought massive changes to
the teaching and learning experiences.

Online classes allowed students to experience a wider
spectrum of activities through the internet, but at the same
time reminded everyone of how vibrant and active offline
classes had been, where you could ask questions, give
answers and start a discussion.

In the post COVID era, we can expect our classes to
adopt blended learning: making the best of the flexibility
provided by the online classes, while keeping the best of

offline classrooms intact.
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Seowon Foundation will continue to develop realistic social

media based educational contents that utilize play-based
storytelling along with e-learning, in line with the changes
in the post-COVID era education. These will enable more
youth and even those in their 20's to 30's to learn about
and better enjoy our proud World Heritage “Seowon, Korean
Neo-Confucian Academies’.

Seedcoop will be creating and operating e-learning
educational contents for the World Heritage Seowon, Korean
Neo-Confucian Academies’. The focus of the contents will
be on the OUV of the World Heritage as well as the three
main functions of the nine components, namely veneration,

learning and interactions.

Transcending time and space, intriguing the imagination: World Heritage Seowon, Korean Neo-Confucian Academies | 57
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contents from the Seonwon Foundation, such as aerial images,
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access to the information they need without being bound to

time and space.
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to these generations of learners more as a fun play, while

allowing them to be fully imaginative. We expect the realistic 3w
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contents to deliver intrinsic value and diverse knowledge
offered by the seomon, on the social media platform, which

has unlimited expandability and level of interest. At the
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came together in an online classroom and discussed what it
was like and what new things they had learned.
With the support of the experts at the Seowon Foundation,

Seedcoop will continue to develop e-learning and realistic

U A social media contents, that can effectively promote the three
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Return of Sagye: Ceremony celebrates donation of
Donam-seowon printing blocks
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On April 7, Sagye Kim Jang-saeng's heritage returned to its
rightful place, the Donam-seowon.

Kim Jong-gyu, director of Samsung Museum of Publishing
(and Director of National Trust Korea), has been securing
cultural heritage relics up for sale in the private market with
his private funds. He has either kept them in his private
collection or returned them to where they belong. This
year, in celebration of the 390" year of the passing of Sagye
Kim Jang-saeng, 54 pieces of Sagye’s printing blocks of
Garyejimnam or the Exposition of Family Rites had been
donated by Kim Jong-gyu, for the public to enjoy.

Garyejimnam or the Exposition of Family Rites is a book on
Zhu Xi's original version of the ‘Exposition of Family Rites' with
annotations and interpretations by Sagye who as a leading
scholar in mid-Joseon teachings of Yehak, a specific area of
Neo-Confucianism. It was published as a book in 1685 (11"
year of King Sukjong) through the efforts of Song Si-yeol and
other disciples of Sagye.

List of donated items: Chronicles of Sagye(1 item),
Garyejimnam or the Exposition of Family Rites(9 items),
Hwanggang Shilki or the book on Kim Gye-hui’s obituary and
other matters related to his death(6 items), Collected works
of Sagye (13 items), Collected works of Shin Dok-jae (1 item),
Posthumous work of Shin Dok-jae(19 items), Gyeongseo
Byeonui or the book on reflections of the teachings from old
classics written by Sagye (1 item), Posthumous work of Sagye
Kim Jang-saeng(4 items), 54 pieces of printing blocks in total,
which had been lost from Donam-seowon.
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Work on making walking trails, a new feature to the Seowon,
Korean Neo-Confucian Academies, in progress
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The project led by the CHA to make walking trails
around the World Heritage Seowon, Korean Neo-Confucian
Academies, is almost complete. Facilities that interrupted
the scenic view around the seowon are to be removed, while
entryways are set up and facilities for exhibition, education
and other activities are to be added.

The walking trails will help the visitors to enjoy not only the
inside of the seowon, but also the diverse culture and nature
related aspects of the seowon, emphasizing its intrinsic values
and broadening their perspectives. It will be an easy-to-walk
trail, inviting people of all ages to enjoy.

So far, 5 out of the 9 World Heritage ‘Seowon, Korean Neo-
Confucian Academies’ have completed the walking trail
project; Sosu, Dosan, Dodong, Byeongsan, and Donam-
seowon. The remaining 4 seowon (Namgye, Oksan, Piram,
and Museong-seowon) will see their trails completed by the
end of 2022.
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Byeongsan-seowon walking trail sign board
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Seowon, Korean Neo-Confucian Academies designated
as a World Heritage utilization program
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The World Heritage utilization program began in 2020 with
the goal of inviting more people to enjoy the values of the
World Heritage and Memory of the World, and to upgrade
their overall added value as a representative cultural product
of Korea.

In 2022, 29 World Heritage utilization programs will be
operated.

Seowon, Korean Neo-Confucian Academies will take part in
6 programs in total: 5 utilization programs under the history
and culture experience category and 1 media art show.

ME oz
Seowon, Korean Neo-Confucian Academies Programs

ESME
Dodong-seowon

MEZ e
Title of Seowon Contents

Ml F, =S Bt
The Spirits of Seonbi, rekindled at Dodong

EUMH
Donam-seowon

SopMel fE gy

Donam-seowon Yae Healing Camp
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Museong-seowon

In search of Choi, Chi-won’s ideology and the art of Hyungaru

S MA ()8 SAH0IE
Oksan-seowon A day-out at Oksan to cleanse your mind
morx el 20228 MARA Y HAMAG=S M) 28 220
a —_

Piram-seowon

2022 World Heritage Jangseong Piram-seowon (Seowon, Korean Neo—-Confucian Academies)

utilization program

AN B

Namgye-seowon

AN HH KA DOICIO{OLE 4
Hamyang Namgye-seowon World Heritage media art show
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Firefighting equipment and integrated security systems upgrade
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Inspection for firefighting equipment has been added to
the monitoring system for the integrated management of
the nine components of the Seowon, Korean Neo-Confucian
Academies. Using the monitoring tablet, the location and
management status of the different types of firefighting
equipment will be inspected by each seowon each month.
The inspection results are transmitted to the integrated
management server and the monitoring web page will show
the consolidated inspection results. The inspection feature for
firefighting equipment is also installed in the key monitoring
app, and during the quarterly monitoring by the Seowon
Foundation, inspection for the firefighting equipment will
also be conducted.
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2022 Cadastral-based orthoimages produced

R 38} 48 of SrHRH AX 90 MENM EE2S
0|88t HAIGHO| 2F=UCE (W)2t=2| M SHEEH
2|t REFYESA AHAG= R FYSIH X|Hotof Of
O = H= MZfot= GAIE SO, O] AlHo| =X2 o
=9 ME g7 25799 1FE = 14 37|
2 HIo |4t FH 2F9| HaE FY, H2fstl ME
8 AAIE HI0|E2t SFEEE SXok= A0t

HAS Y02 X[O| 7|=L = Qlol Ldlish= SEAEI
7|5totH ehus EEH Ao BE =HE +222 W
Ct= Ef=2 Hekeh HO0IC 55| = ARUIM= f1d &

S0l Mg FaEZIAIAE | Ortho image management system SELH0H) =2 =2 SoE MAoH X[l Hats
FetobA mpefot At FF9l UG Feds fIotH

o MY B 1200 Y7128 S EXI6kL 9F 1,20001 F2| AMEE Z2Feit). #F 20= ol A= 28 B0,
Ot 230 28S =) = D230 =

ol & 4 Qlct.

From March to April, orthoimages of the nine seowon have been taken using drones. Following up on the images taken last
year, Seowon Foundation and the regional headquarter of LX at Gyeongsangnamdo Province collaborated to produce this year’s
orthoimages of the seowon. This project takes high-definition images of the heritage place and buffer zone of Seowon, Korean
Neo-Confucian Academies once every year, to check and monitor any changes in the environment around the surrounding
areas of the heritage and to secure time-serial spatial data of each seowon.

An orthoimage is a computer-generated image of an aerial photograph in which displacements (distortions) caused by
terrain relief and camera tilts have been removed. In this project, the resolution used in the images are 10 times higher than
what we normally see in a satellite image, to accurately detect any changes on the ground. To ensure accuracy and precision
of the shoot, 12 ground reference points are marked and 1200 cuts are taken to cover one seowon. After the aerial shots are
taken, the distortions are corrected and matched against the coordinates in the basic map of the national spatial data. When all
the shooting and corrections are done, the finalized images are uploaded on the ‘Seowon, Korean Neo-Confucian Academies
Imagery management system, which then shows all the changes over time by overlapping the cadastral map with images taken
in previous years.

The final results of the orthoimages of the nine seowon can be found in the digital archive of the Seowon, Korean Neo-
Confucian Academies homepage (http://k-seowon.orkr/).
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Special series on seowon,
Seoul Daily newspaper

7. BT A7kt s
Published data
by the Seowon Foundation
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'Seowon, Korean Neo-Confucian Academies’ celebrates its
third year as a UNESCO World Heritage. Seowon Foundation
has teamed up with Seoul Daily newspaper to run a series
‘Seowon, Korean Neo-Confucian Academies’

Since March of this year, three articles have been published:
first article on Sosu-seowon, second on Namgye-seowon,
and the third on Donam-seowon. From June to November,
the series will run on 6 other seowon (Oksan, Dosan, Piram,
Dodong, Byeongsan and Museong-seowon), with the last
article of the series in December on what the Outstanding
Universal Value(OUV) of the World Heritage ‘Seowon, Korean
Neo-Confucian Academies’is, and what role the Seowon

Foundation plays in guarding the OUV.
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Seowon Foundation has published documents on
‘Seowon, Korean Neo-Confucian Academies’ conservation/
management and education/PR. They include the following:
study on visitor management to the World Heritage Seowon,
Korean Neo-Confucian Academies, history of key buildings
and structures, documentation, veneration, academic
research proceedings, and periodic report. The published
materials can be downloaded in PDF format from the
Seowon, Korean Neo-Confucian Academies homepage
(k-seowon.orkr).
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United Nations
Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization

Seowon, Korean
Neo-Confucian Academies
inscribed on the World

. Heritage List in 2019
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